
TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
May 4, 2016 
6:30 P.M. 

 
FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Allen led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that notice 
of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and followed 
by roll call. 
 
ROLL CALL 
PRESENT     ABSENT  
Kenneth Cartier    Norma Trueblood 
Jack Tompkins    
Letha Jackson 
Jason Allen 
     
Also present: Business Administrator Dennis Gonzalez, Solicitor Dave Clark and Township 
Clerk Amy P. Cosnoski. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Allen called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
  108-2016  Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session - Not Adopted 
  
Council President Allen advised that there would be no Closed Session at this meeting.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  
Council President Allen opened the meeting up to general public comments.  
 
Andy Mull, Andy's Pro Auto Repair - 1. Commented that it has been a while for the 
Towing ordinance and hopes it gets resolved. Noted the costs incurred for them to run the 
business they are high. Advised on what some of the costs are and being able to get talented 
drivers. Stated he feels the changes being asked for are minimal and needed to operate their 
businesses. Commented on being suspended for missing a tow call since he was not 
available and also a second time for missing a tow call. Stated that he feels this ordinance is 
over regulated and that it was put into Pemberton Township mainly to protect the citizens 
not allowing them to be ripped off. Noted he has never been sued or brought into court. 
Stated you cannot please everyone but he has never had any issues other than the 2 with 
Pemberton Township. Stated he hopes they can vote on this tonight and get the changes 
they are requesting and that the fee of $300.00 per year is not raised. Noted that each time 
the Township has a problem with him towing a vehicle there is a lot of money involved and 
advised on the reports that are needed for things he feels are minor but the Business 
Administrator calls major problems. Noted that both times he missed the calls Craig's Auto 
backed him up. Stated he feels that there is a lot of bickering between Administration and 
the Police and that the Business Administrator came after him telling him he could not have 
another offense. Commented that he appreciates Council looking into the ordinance and the 
changes.  
 
America Phillips, Presidential Lakes - 1. Asked what is going on with the Firehouse in 
Presidential Lakes. Mr. Gonzalez noted the Township is still going through the process of 
evaluating options for dealing with the structure whether that be saving the structure or 
putting up a new structure. 2. Asked what happened with the drains that were supposed to 
be put in on Tennessee Trail. Mr. Gonzalez noted that it is on the list to be done and will be 
done by order of priority. Ms. Phillips commented that there are aprons on some of the 
driveways on Tennessee Trail but not on others. 3. Asked what is going on with the Police 
Department locker rooms. Council President Allen advised that the Police Department does 
have a locker room and has had one for some time. Councilman Tompkins advised that he 
has toured the locker room and there are lockers available for the officers on shift. 4. 
Commented on the lawsuit with the female officer and feels that the Mayor and the 
Business Administrator should have stepped down.  
 
Louise Soden, Browns Mills - 1. Noted she has resided in Browns Mills for 28 years and 
has been a loyal customer of Andy's for that long. Stated that she feels he is a town person 
and an honest person. Explained the reasons the Town should support Andy's as a business. 



Councilman Allen noted that the towing contracts have been approved. Ms. Soden stated 
that she wanted to stand up for him because she feels he stands up for the town.  
 
Bob Pelletier, Pemberton - 1. Stated he noticed the many shirts being worn by people that 
are supporting Andy Mull. Noted this is still on the agenda and should be done with 
already. 2. Commented on the appraisal surveys and noted that he called the company 
twice. Noted the updated information the Mayor has had posted to the Township website. 
Commented that he feels there should be a schedule as he would like to know when his 
house is going to be inspected. Questioned the company as to what uniforms the surveyors 
would be wearing and did not get a lot of information. 3. Advised that he had brought some 
information for Council to review regarding domesticated chickens. Noted he does not 
think it adversely impacts the neighborhood. Stated he thinks that chickens make less of an 
impact to a yard than dogs do. Advised on the fees and enforcement options and gave the 
hand out to Council.  
 
Donna Mull, Andy's Pro Auto Repair - 1. Noted that she is the wife of Andy Mull and the 
Administrator for Pemberton Borough. Noted that Council may not be aware of the emails 
that go back and forth between Administrators, Mayors, legal counsel, etc. Noted that the 
ordinance states there is a $300 fee to be paid by the towing companies for the year for the 
contract. Read an email that was sent to her husband by Mr. Gonzalez as a response to Mr. 
Mull asking for the towing fee to be forgiven.  Commented that she feels the tone was not 
one that should be used by a Business Administrator to the taxpayers of the town.  
 
Rob DeCharleroy - 1. Commented that he has been a resident since 1959. Noted that the 
town looks a lot better now and that some of the reasons it is better is because businesses 
began to open in this town. Stated that the town used to be friendly to these businesses that 
were coming in and to those that were already here. Commented that an adversarial 
relationship between this Council and the business owners is only the start.  
 
Dr. Thomas Cathers, Whitesbogs - 1. Commented that he worked in the automotive trade 
for over 46 years. 2. Noted he represents the VFW Post #6805; the Pemberton Township 
Veterans Advisory Council; the American Legion Post #294 and the Vietnam Veterans of 
America. Stated that they have been working on the Memorial Day parade for May 30, 
2016. Commented that each member of Council should have received an invitation and he 
is inviting the community to come out to the parade. Dr. Cathers read from the invitation 
and advised on some of the events for the parade. Councilman Tompkins asked where the 
parking would be. Dr. Cathers advised it would be at the Stackhouse School.  
 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard Council President Allen closed this portion of 
the meeting to the public.  
 
Councilman Cartier asked to add Resolution 119-2016 to the Agenda and read the 
title of this resolution.  
 
119-2016 Recognizes the week of May 15-21, 2016 as Emergency Medical   
  Services Week.  
 
 Motion by Cartier and Jackson to add Resolution 119-2016. Cartier, yes; 
 Jackson, yes; Tompkins, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
Councilman Cartier read Resolution 119-2016 into the record.  
 
 Motion by Cartier and Jackson to approve Resolution 119-2016. Cartier, yes; 
 Jackson, yes; Tompkins, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
Council President Allen presented the certificate to Fire Chief Augustoni and the 
EMS volunteers that were present. Chief Augustoni introduced the volunteer 
members to the public. Noted that on May 17th, 2016 from 7:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. 
there would be an Open House at the Country Lakes Volunteer Fire Company.  
 
Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine 
by the Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council 
Member wish to discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be 
removed from the consent agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the 
regular agenda. 
 
Councilman Tompkins asked to pull Resolutions 111-2016, 112-2016 and 114-2016. 



Councilman Cartier asked to pull Resolution 115-2016.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
*MEETING MINUTES 
Regular Meeting, April 20, 2016. 
 
 *CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  
  109-2016 Authorizes liens on certain private properties in violation of Pemberton 

Township Property Maintenance Ordinance.  
 
  110-2016 Authorizes CFO to deposit Premium Lien Funds to the Miscellaneous 

Revenue Not Anticipated account in the total amount of $3,500.00. 
 
  111-2016 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting.  
 
  112-2016 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 
 
  113-2016 Authorizes Municipal Tax Collector to prepare and mail estimated tax bills in 

accordance with P.L. 1995, c.72. 
 
  114-2016 Authorizes application for grant from the New Jersey Department of 

Community Affairs, Unsafe Buildings Demolition Loan Fund.  
 
  115-2016 Authorizes submission of CY2015 Recycling Tonnage Grant Application and 

authorizing the use of all funds awarded.  
 
  116-2016 Authorizes participation in the CY2015 State of New Jersey Safe and Secure 

Federal Grant Program administered by the Division of Criminal Justice, 
Department of Law and Public Safety.  

 
  117-2016 Authorizes the purchase of two new 2017 Ford Police Interceptors with 

related options from Cherry Hill Winner Ford under State Contract #88728 in 
the amount of $75,202.48. 

 
  118-2016 Authorizes the filing of an application with the Federal Bureau of Justice  
    Assistance, Ballistic Vest Partnership for the Fiscal Year 2016 BVP Funds. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
*a.  Purchases over $2,000 
 

1. Recreation & Senior Services – Purchase of Geese Clearing Services at Mirror Lake 
and Presidential Lake Beaches from May 23-Autust 28 from Geese Chasers LLC in 
the total amount of $3,497.00. 

 
2. Public Works – Purchase of 12,00 BTU A/C Unit and installation at well house #13 

on Ridge Road from Arctic Heating & Cooling in the total amount of $2,900.00. 
 
3. Recreation & Senior Services -  Purchase of Fireworks Display for Water Carnival 

on July 23, 2016 from Schaeffer Pyrotechnics, Inc. in the total amount of $8,500.00. 
 
4. Public Works – One week rental of 644K John Deere Loader from Jesco, Inc. in the 

total amount of $3,445.00. 
 
5. Public Works – Repairs to John Deere 644H Loader from Jesco, Inc. in the total 

amount of $2,942.92. 
 

*b. Social Affair Permit  
 
 American Legion Eden-Stanley Post 294, on June 25, 2016 from 12:00 noon – 10:00 pm for Post 294 
 75th Anniversary and Open House.   
 
 Motion by Jackson and Cartier to approve the consent agenda as amended. 
 Jackson, yes; Cartier, yes; Tompkins, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 

RESOLUTIONS 
111-2016 Authorizes lease of mail and folding office equipment from Hasler 
   Financial. (Pulled from the Consent Agenda) 
 
Councilman Tompkins stated that the resolution says 60 month lease but the contract 
states 63 month lease and asked if there was a lease with lesser time. Mr. Gonzalez 
advised that if the contract states 63 months 3 months would be removed and advised 
why this would be the best option.  
 
  Motion by Cartier and Jackson to approve Resolution 111-2016. Cartier, yes;  
  Jackson, yes; Tompkins, yes; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 



 112-2016 Establishes and adopts a Complete Streets Policy. (Pulled from the Consent 
   Agenda) 
 
Councilman Tompkins noted that this was a pretty big plan and to pass this in one night 
would be in error without going into further evaluation. Commented on his concerns with 
shortening the width of the road especially on Scrapetown Road where he resides. 
Commented on the speeders on his road as well. Council President Allen noted that the 
book Council received was a planning tool to provide some kind of guidance to Council. 
Noted that this does not actually state they are doing these things to the roads. Councilman 
Cartier added that this is for planning. A discussion ensued on the possibilities of what 
could take place. Council President Allen advised that this went before the members of the 
Planning Board and members of the public. Councilman Tompkins stated he does agree 
with the raised crosswalks at intersections. Councilwoman Jackson asked if the taking of 
someone's yard could occur. Mr. Gonzalez advised that the only time that could happen is 
if there is a specific plan to make changes in a particular roadway that has been approved 
and would come to Council for action. Mr. Gonzalez explained that this is the product of a 
grant that the Township received from DVRPC and was accomplished by a company that 
specializes and designs standards and guidelines intended to calm traffic and make 
pedestrians and traffic safer. Noted that this does not change anything in an existing 
Development Ordinance or Zoning Ordinance nor does it override the authority that 
Council has with respect to specific projects and the taking of property. Commented that it 
is a planning tool that was created with the Council, the Planning Board and the public. It 
was noted that this would enhance the likelihood that we would receive grants we apply for 
from transportation. Councilwoman Jackson questioned if someone's property could be 
taken. Mr. Gonzalez stated that Council would have to vote on it. Mr. Clark advised that it 
could. Councilman Tompkins suggested that to make the roads safer they have more police 
out patrolling and stated he is not happy with this. Mr. Gonzalez advised that this has been 
vetted by Council, the Planning Board and the public and by the professionals. Noted that 
Council can vote how it chooses but that they would not have the money to have the 
professionals change anything as the money that paid for this came from a grant and this is 
the final product.  
 
  Motion by Jackson and Cartier to approve Resolution 112-2016. Jackson, yes; 
  Cartier, yes; Tompkins, no; Allen, yes. Motion carried.   
 
114-2016 Authorizes application for grant from the New Jersey Department of 
   Community Affairs, Unsafe Buildings Demolition Loan Fund.  
   (Pulled from the Consent Agenda) 
 
Councilman Tompkins noted that this was to borrow money to knock down 13 
homes. Council President Allen advised that this was an application to apply for a 
loan and would then come back to Council for approval or non-approval of the 
money. Councilman Tompkins stated that he had gone and visited 9 of the places on 
the list and had spoken to Mr. Gonzalez about one of the properties. Agreed that all 
of the homes should be torn down but is against loans and grants after the budget has 
been approved. Commented on the vacant property registration fees for $500,000.00 
and using that money instead of borrowing more. Councilman Cartier asked if they 
decided to go through with this and do the demolition, if there is a lien out on the 
property for the demolition cost so we can recoup the funds. Mr. Gonzalez 
confirmed that to be correct and advised how it would be recouped. Councilman 
Tompkins noted we would be borrowing $20,000.00 per property and each property 
is valued at the same amount. Mr. Gonzalez advised that the application was for up 
to $260,000.00 but that the grantor would determine an efficient amount for the 
demolition and noted that is why this resolution only authorizes an application. 
Noted that if the application is authorized and an award received, Administration 
would have to come back to Council for acceptance of the terms.  
 
  Motion by Cartier and Jackson to approve Resolution 114-2016. Cartier, yes;  
  Jackson, yes; Tompkins, no; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
 115-2016 Authorizes submission of CY2015 Recycling Tonnage Grant  
   Application and authorizing the use of all funds awarded. (Pulled from the  
   Consent Agenda) 
 
  Motion by Cartier and Tompkins to approve Resolution 115-2016. Cartier, yes; 
  Tompkins, yes; Jackson, yes; Allen, abstain. Motion carried.  
 
REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FILED WITH THE CLERK 



 
 Engineer's Report – May 4, 2016. 
 
Council President Allen asked if Council had any comments regarding this report. There 
were no comments.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
 a. Discussion and possible introduction of amendments to Towing Ordinance.  
 
Council President Allen advised on what was discussed at the previous Council meeting. 
Mr. Clark advised that the Township does have the authority to regulate all towing in the 
Township and advised that the draft before the Council at this meeting includes that. 
Council President Allen noted that he was questioned by one of the towers to remove 
Saturday off of the schedule and advised that after reviewing the ordinance it does not give a 
specific day and noted what the ordinance currently says. Councilman Tompkins noted that 
at the last meeting he had asked about lot fees and he does not see any of that in the 
ordinance as well as restricting the removal of items from a vehicle. Commented on asking 
for verbiage to be put in the ordinance to say "no more than" other than the strict pricing. 
Commented on the heavy duty towing. Noted the need for written authorization to call in 
for certain equipment and his thoughts that this seems crazy especially at an accident seen 
and that towers should be able to make the decision on site. Chief Augustoni advised that in 
any case for emergency needs it would fall under their purview and they would have the 
authority to call in equipment as needed and for hazardous material cleanup. It was noted 
that the spill fund through the DEP would help with paying for that. Mr. Clark explained 
that a tower can not charge a member of the public for equipment that is specialized beyond 
the equipment that is in the ordinance unless they get written approval from the member of 
the public that they are going to charge unless there is an emergent situation. A discussion 
ensued on lot fees. Councilman Tompkins asked about the removal of equipment from cars 
and leaving the car as the towers responsibility for salvage after the owner strips the car. Mr. 
Gonzalez advised that they could add language that the trips to the car could be for personal 
items such as wallet or coat and nothing that is affixed to the vehicle. Mr. Clark noted they 
could add language saying 3 trips to the car for items that are not affixed to the vehicle.  
Noted that they will be charged $25.00 per visit after the first 3 visits.  
 
  Motion by Tompkins and Jackson to introduce Ordinance 8-2016 with a public  
  hearing to be held on May 18, 2016. Tompkins, yes; Jackson, yes; Cartier, yes;  
  Allen, yes. Motion carried.  
 
BILL LIST 
Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on bill list dated 4/29/2015. 
 
 Motion by Tompkins and Jackson to approve the Bill List.  Tompkins, yes; Jackson, yes; 
Cartier, yes except for all fire department bills; Allen, yes. Motion carried.  

 SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Clark reported:  No report.  
 
MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 
 
Mayor Patriarca reported: No report. 
 
COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 
Councilwoman Tompkins - Asked Mr. Gonzalez about where the Veteran's Advisory 
Committee Meetings are being held. Mr. Gonzalez advised that they are certainly welcome 
to continue meeting here at the Township building until the room that the Committee chose 
to use at the library is ready. Noted that they were never told they could not meet here. 
Councilman Tompkins commented on driving through the Borough and seeing a lady that 
volunteers her time picking up trash around the town. Stated that she asked if they could put 
a fence up at the train station to protect the property from all the trash blowing over there 
from the WaWa.  
 
Councilman Jackson - Noted that the High School will be having their "Pop of Culture" 
event this Friday at 6:30 p.m. and encouraged all to come out. Thanked everyone for 
coming and to get home safely.  



 
Councilwoman Cartier - No comments.  
 
Councilman Trueblood - Absent. 
 
Council President Allen - Reported that the Burlington County Sheriff's Department will 
be having their 17th Annual Senior Expo on Thursday May 12th, 2016 from 10:00 a.m. 
until 2:00 p.m. and will provide a lot of information on a variety of topics. Thanked all for 
coming out and hopes that they can put an end to the towing ordinance by the next 
meeting. Stated he looks forward to seeing all at the next meeting.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:52 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Amy P. Cosnoski 
 
Amy P. Cosnoski, RMC, Township Clerk 


